Laser surgery for traumatic incomplete earlobe clefts.
Various scalpel surgeries have been described to correct earlobe clefts secondary to wearing earrings. Limitations include notching, scarring, and technical difficulty operating on a small surface. To report the development of a more rapid and less complicated method of using a laser to partially close an incomplete earlobe cleft. An Er:YAG laser was used to deepithelialize the anterior and posterior lower border of an incomplete earlobe cleft followed by suturing the anterior and posterior defect. An excellent result was obtained which left the pierced hole in its original location. This technique is simple to perform and has definite advantages over other methods currently in use.